Combined aesthetic and functional treatment of microtia.
The reconstruction of the ear pavilion includes at least two stages, usually three, and in many cases more. Complete reconstruction must begin with the plastic surgeon, who sculpts the cartilaginous skeleton, assembles parts of three ribs, and inserts the finished framework under the expanded skin of the mastoid area. During the second stage, the otologist intervenes, performing the cophosurgery, carving an external auditory canal, and completing the ossicular chain in the middle ear. The plastic surgeon harvests the skin for lining the external auditory canal and for the retroauricular fold and forms the lobule with a part of the microtic vestige. The third stage is dedicated to refinements. Cophosurgery may also be performed during the third stage or in an interval between two stages of pavilion construction. Twenty-one cases are discussed.